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local Rajah placed no restrictions upon their
freedom, and after expressing a wish that
they should remain with him, acceded to
their request to be allowed to depart, and gave
them passage in a ship bound for Calicut.
After tkree weeks' voyage, Pyrard and the
other Frenchmen landed at Muttingals, a port
of the Malabar pirates between Cannanore and
Calicut; and on journeying to the latter town
by land, he was received with immense enthu-
siasm on announcing that he was an enemy of
the Portuguese. Pyrard's narrative here becomes
very valuable as shedding light on the attitude
of the Samorin and the Portuguese toward
the pirates of Malabar. From, this and other
sources we gather that the Samorin and the
pirates were in a secret alliance, which enabled
both to snap their fingers, to a certain degree,
at the hostility of the Portuguese.

At Calicut the Frenchmen stayed eight
months. At the end of that period two Jesuits
persuaded three of them to leave Calicut with
letters of safe-conduct to Cochin; but they
were immediately seized and cast into the
" Tronco " at Cochin. The horrors of this dun-
geon, according to Pyrard's description, almost
baffle belief, and are a confirmation of what we
have gathered from Pinto and others of the sub-
ject of Portuguese cruelty In India. After nine
days of this torture, the Frenchmen were re-
leased, and shipped to Goa, where Pyrard spent
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